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Message from the Grand Knight

Believe it or not we’re half way through the fraternal year. In just six

months we have accomplished a lot! Here are some highlights.

Water Drive

Food Drive for Valley View Food Bank

Helped families celebrate Thanksgiving with 2 day Turkey Drive
Hosting the District Memorial Mass and Reception

9 day Respect Life Novena

2 day Coats for Kids/Bobby’s Coat distribution

Potluck Dinner for Octoberfest and Columbus Day

Assisted the Catholic Daughters of America with two fundraisers
Successful Keep Christ in Christmas magnet sales fundraiser
Partnering with Respect Life Ministry for Keep Christ in Christmas
Rosary

Staffing Bernadette’s Brew every 2" Sunday

Providing Honor Guard (with Assembly 1673) and ushers for Fr.
Shea’s installation

It takes a lot of hands, minds and hearts to do what we do in service to

our Parish and to build up the Church of Jesus Christ. It’s easy to lose

sight of the fact that if it weren’t for our Council this noble work would

Continued on page 2
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Archbishop William E
Lori
Supreme Chaplain’s
Challenge

[A]nd on entering the
house they saw the
child with Mary his
mother. They
prostrated themselves
and did him homage.
(Mt 2:11a) The
solemnity of the
Epiphany of the Lord
recalls the visit of the
Magi to the infant Jesus.
The Magi recognize the
newborn king and offer
him homage. This great
feast occurs during the
liturgical season of
Christmas, which
begins on Christmas
Eve and continues
through the feast of the
Baptism of the Lord.
During Christmas time,
we all remember and
celebrate the reality
that God assumed our
human nature and
became a little child.
May this season also
remind us to recognize
the dignity of all
children — including
unborn children —
today. This month, I
challenge you to work
toward greater
recognition of the
sanctity of unborn
human life by
participating in a
peaceful pro-life
demonstration or
supporting a pregnancy
resource center.
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Deputy Grand Knight Message

DEDICATE

Dedicate any activity to someone or some cause. The act of dedicating
can bring back memories of souls long past, people in need, people
tasked with accomplishing great deeds, and the beauty of the world
around us. This act of dedicating opens and engages one with the
world.

It can be the smallest activity (getting the mail). You may offer the act
of cleaning to the Our Lady of Lourdes Office staff. I sometimes offer
my Sunday Mass to someone I see who gladly with such love assists
another in attending mass.

Please continue to do the good work that you do and gain a double
reward by dedicating that activity.

Carlos Alexander, Deputy Grand Knight

Grand Knight Message, cont.

not have happened. Our Council, our Order, our ministry takes each
of us and all of us to give whatever we can in time, talent and
enthusiasm. For some this is more than it is for others. Thank you,
Brothers for all you do. You may not always hear it said, and we
should say it more often, but it is always known and felt. My hope is
that you each receive deep satisfaction and a warmly felt and holy
blessing from our Lord for your service. May God bless us in this new
year with excitement, commitment and success all in His name.

Turkey Drive 2025 Totals

To Valley View Food Bank

Turkeys 2083 pounds, Hams 43 pounds, Donations $4000




January—February 2026 Knights of Columbus Council 11809 OF

A 4

Seminarian’s Thank You Note

Joseph Oakkangil is one of the five seminarians who each received a check this
year for $500 from our Council. Here is his thank you note.

“Thank you so much for the prayer and financial support the Knights of your council
have given and will continue to give. Iwill make sure to use the money you have
given wisely and yet also with a spirit of generosity. This year of Discipleship has been
a difficult one but it is also teaching me to value and prioritize things I would normally
not think about. Just yesterday I went to the Phoenix Youth Symphony with another
seminarian and found myself enamored by the performance. As long as I stay close to
Christ, I know I will be formed into the man God is calling me to be. Please keep
praying for this special intention, and I will be praying for you and the Knights!

Coats for Kids/Bobby’s Coat--A Special Tribute

For the past several years our Council’s distribution of coats
to needy children has had a major sponsor from one of our
brother Knights. His generous support is in memory of his
brother Bobby. When his brother was in the second grade
he gave his new winter coat to a classmate who had no coat. =

Coats for Kids/Bobby’s Coat is a wonderful tribute to this young man’s selfless
generosity and memory.

In addition to distributing coats at Santa Teresita Parish on Occtober 25, we also distrib-
uted coats at Valley View Food Bank on December 6. Ladies from OLOL Catholic
Daughters of America lent a helping hand. Altogether we made 200 children happy
and warm Thank you to the Knights of our Council who contribute every year to help
provide this amazing program to kids and their families. This outreach is a true bless-

ing in the spirit of Fr. McGivney.
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As we stand at the
threshold of a new
fraternal year, we
are called once
again to live out the
great principle of
Charity that brought
us together and
defines who we are.
2025-2026 lies
ahead, filled with
meaningful
opportunities to
serve those most in
need. Your generous
gift of time, talent,
and treasure will be
the heartbeat of
every initiative we
undertake—whether
feeding the hungry,
supporting families
in crisis, defending
life, or simply being
Christ’s hands and
feet in our parish
and community.
Details of our
upcoming programs
and events will be
shared very soon.
Mark your
calendars, clear a
few evenings, and
prepare your
hearts—we need
every Brother Knight
stepping forward so
we can accomplish
far more than any of
us could alone. Let
us renew our pledge
to Charity, Unity,
and Fraternity.

SK Hank Gorski
Publicity Chair
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Welcome Brothers!

Our Council grows. Welcome to our new Knights!

Jason Ayala , Norman Cravlho, Jack O’Callahan,
Stewart Kellog. Joseph (Joey) Langenbach,
Roy Stewart, Denny Ward, Jim Zawicki

SK John Mahoney PGK SK Peter Rimlinger

Oh Lord, grant them eternal rest in Your arms.
Shine Your divine light upon them. May the soul of
the righteous departed rest in peace through Your
mercy

OLOL Glowed with Christmas Lights

For the first time in a long time the church had
beautiful outdoor Christmas E=

lights this year. Our

e council donated funds to :
help procure lights and SK Hank Gorski and SK
Jim Michel assisted parish Facilities Manager,
Gabriel, hanging them.. Lights went up around the
church and even into the front yard of the rectory.

Pancake Potluck Social January 26th

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

We are having the first ever Pancake Potluck Social on January 26h, 5-
7 pm in Madonna Hall. Pancakes, sausage and beverages will be pro-
vided. You are invited to bring a favorite breakfast-type item to share.
A casserole, fresh fruit, mimosas have all been mentioned. Please let
SK Larry Bonno, Social and Parish Events Chair, know if you plan to
attend....lbonno@cox.net.
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2026 Arizona Raffle Ticket Sales

The 2026 Arizona Raffle Ticket Charity Promotion begins in

February. As usual tickets will be sold after Masses and at

Lenten Fish Fry Fridays for $5 each, a book of six for $20 and =
six books for $100. IN ADDITION we are instituting a special
campaign program. You will receive a letter asking you to purchase tickets by sending in

#112016

your donation. You will receive your ticket stubs by return mail as receipts of your entries
in the raffle. This approach is required by regulations prohibiting mailing raffle tickets
directly. Our goalis $10000, half of which stays with the council for our local charities. Ten
great prizes for winners ranging from $10,000 to $500.

Brothers, be generous for our biggest fundraiser of the year!

Lenten Fish Fry Fridays Begins February 20

Get Ready for Lenten Fish Fry Fridays! Beginning Friday February 20th

a

continuing every week through March 27th you will be able to enjoy
delicious dinners of fish, fries and a drink with all proceeds for charity. b'
This year we are partnerilng with our sisters in OLOL Catholic S
Daughters of America to offer desserts Family and friends are wel-
come to join you for this traditional Lenten meal. Watch announcements in weekly bulletins
for additional details.

Fourth Degree News

The next exemplification of the Patriotic Fourth Degree will take place January

24, 2026 at Saint Elizabeth Seton Church in Tucson. For further information go to M ‘
https://kofc-az.org/patriotic-degree. Every Third Degree Knight should make ;__"‘
plans to become a Fourth Degree Sir Knight recognizing the patriotic core of ‘i‘q
our Order.

From Assembly 1673

Brother Sir Knights of Irving F Lampe Assembly 1673 your 2026 dues of $30 are due. Billing
invoices will be sent soon. Please mail checks to Paul White 9441 W Raintree dr Sun City AZ
85351.Thank You, Faithful Comptroller Paul White
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Calendar

Never wonder again
what your Council is
up to. Access the
monthly events and
activities calendar and
other news at:

UKnight.org/?CNO=
11809

or
KofC11809.0rg

Please join us at our
monthly member
meetings on the

second Thursday of

the month.

19002 N 128th Avenue
Sun City West, AZ 85375
Email: KofC11809.org/
contact-us/

Newsletter Editor: Ed Hoover,
edhooveraz@gmail.com

We’re on the Web
UKnight.org/?CN0=11809

or

KofC11809.0rg

The Knights of
Columbus are not
part of and not acting
on behalf of the
parish or Diocese.
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Four Chaplains Remembrance

Four Chaplains’ Remembrance Ceremony
Saturday, January 31, 2026
Sun City West Foundation Building
(14465 W R H Johnson Blvd- Webb Room)
10:00 AM -11:00 AM

s

Doors open at 9:30; the ceremony starts at 10:00.
Coffee & cookies will be served after the ceremony.

For more information, contact Larry Leighton 623-776-5443 or
Jack Coyle 219-746-0360.

On Feb 2, 1943 the USAT Dorchester, crowded to capacity with 902
service members, merchant mariners and civilians had been mor-
tally wounded by a German submarine. As the ship sank, four
chaplains—a Catholic Priest, Jewish Rabbi and two Protestant cler-
gy handed out life jackets. When the life jackets ran out the Chap-
lains removed theirs and gave them to four frightened young men.
All four Chaplains went down with the ship. Another survivor said,
“it was the finest thing I have seen or hope to see this side of heav-
en.” The selfless action of these four clergymen is one of the purest,
spiritual and ethical acts anyone can make. United by faith in God
and the holy call to service they gave their lives to their brothers.

Star Council Award—Third Year

Past Grand Knight, SK Bob Conen,

receives the 2024-2025 Star Council Award
from District Deputy SK Joe D’Andrea. For _
three years in a row our Council has

achieved this award for excellence in
recruitment, programming and fraternity
Thank you to Bob, and congratulations, for
leading us to another year of success!




