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Message from the Grand Knight

Columbus Day was reinstituted this year as a federal holiday. We all
should recognize and appreciate that there’s another side to his story
related to the impact of his voyages on the indigenous population.
However, at the time the Knights chose him as their patron he was a
hero to many Catholics and the selection was made to signify im-
portant virtues to be emulated by members of this new Order, the
Knights of Columbus....devotion to the Catholic Faith, courage, evan-
gelization and faith in God.

I read something recently that is illuminating and inspirational.
Recognizing that there is controversy, the author Rick McDaniel,
author of GREATER: Daily Inspiration to Increase Your Faith writes, “But
our focus is on his courage. The courage to discover, to explore, to not
settle in life. The courage to take risks and do what is demanding. The
courage that is necessary to succeed.

What can stand in the way is discouragement. To be discouraged
means literally a loss of courage. Have you lost your courage? Do you
need to get your courage back? Do you have anxiety, fear, worry? You
overcome it by practicing courage.

Joshua 1:9 tells us, "I've commanded you to be strong and courageous.
Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged.I am the Lord your God and I will
be there to help you wherever you go."


https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/military/heroism
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The month of

November holds
special significance as
it is dedicated to the
Holy Souls in Purgatory.
During this month, the
faithful are encouraged
to commemorate and
pray for all who have
departed from this life
yet have not reached
the eternal joys of
Heaven. This
observance springs
from both scriptural
roots and the deep
compassion of the
Church for those souls
who are undergoing
purification. By
understanding this
dedication, we can
engage in meaningful
prayer, sacrifices, and
acts of charity that
benefit both the souls in
purgatory and our
spiritual growth.

St. Paul implores
Christians not to “be
ignorant concerning the
dead,” reminding the
faithful that death is not
the end but a transition
for those who die in
Christ (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18). The Church
teaches that purgatory
is a state of purification
for those who have died
in a state of grace but
still require purification
before entering the
fullness of Heaven.
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You can be courageous because God is with you to help. You can run
away, or you can run after it. You can run to your destiny, chase after the
God-ordained opportunities in your life, or you can shrink back. But
less demanding means less fulfilling. Have the courage to pursue it.
Have the courage to not be stagnant, to not settle for where you are, to
not give up on your future.
You might stumble or fall along the way, but doing nothing guarantees
you never move forward. Courage isn’t the absence of fear;it’s choos-
ing to act in spite of it. The real risk isn’t in failing, it’s in never trying.”
Let us as Knights of Columbus take this advice to heart. Facing the
headwinds and obstacles before us we must speak boldly about our
devotion to our faith, courageously offer the redeeming message of Je-
sus to those around us and confront division and isolation with broth-
erhood and unity. In this we remain true to the vision of our founder
Blessed Michael McGivney and embrace the reasons he chose Christo-
pher Columbus as the patron of our Order.

Vivat Jesus!

New Members

Welcome to
Council 11809!

Stewart Kellogg, 2nd from left, and Norman Cravalho, not pictured



https://www.foxnews.com/faith-values
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Keep in Your Prayers

Rev James Hunt and Elvita Hunt, Stan Frederick, Gene Hoeltge, Richard
Fenstermaker, Jeff Gallagher, Leroy Peiffer, Robert Strazer, Bart Dwenger, Christine
Luban, Nick Morrissey, Nick Cioppi, Richard Benjamin, Colette Hoover, Pete & Kath-
leen Rimlinger, David Prokop, Julie Morey, Arlene O'Callahan, Philip Vosskuhler,
Richard Benjamin,

Memorial Mass for District 11

The Annual Memorial Mass for our District was held on
Wednesday, November 5 at Our Lady of Lourdes. In addi-
tion to Our Lady of Lourdes, the District includes Prince of
Peace, St. Clare of Assisi, and St. Anthony of Padua. Father
Shea was celebrant accompanied by concelebrants Father
Ishaya from OLOL, Fathers McGruire and Matthews from St Clare of Assisi and
Deacon Larry. We honored our recently deceased Brothers and several of heir
wives. A wonderful reception, arranged by our Social and Parish Events Commit-

IN MEMORIAM

tee chaired by SK Larry Bonno, followed

Coats for Kids

' Our Council took our Coats for Kids Program
W to Santa Teresita Parish where we teamed up
with their Council to distribute 75 Coats for
Kids on October 25. Ladies from OLOL
Catholic Daughters of America lent a helping
hand. We will also distribute coats at Valley
View Food Bank on December 6th totaling 200
| coats in all. Thank you to the Knights of our Council who
contribute every year to help

& provide this amazing program [
B to kids and their families.
&N This

| outreach is a true blessing
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“But the angel
said to them,
“Do not be
afraid. I bring
you good news
that will cause
great joy for all
the people.
Today in the
town of David a
Savior has been
born to you; he is
Christ the Lord.”
—Luke 2:10-11

“Christmas
invites us to
reflect, on the
one hand, on the
drama of history,
in which men
and women,
wounded by sin,
ceaselessly
search for truth,
search for mercy
and search for
redemption;
and, on the other
hand, on the
goodness of God,
who has come
towards us to
communicate to
us the truth that
saves and to
make us sharers
in His friendship
and His life.” —
Pope Francis

AN
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Knights and the CDA Shred, Serve
Spaghetti and Distribute Coats for Kids

It’s always a worthy and memorable time when we work together with
our Sisters in Catholic Daughters of America On October 25th seven
Brother Knights helped out with the CDA Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
cooking, serving and cleaning up. On November 8th six Brother
Knights lifted and disposed of boxes of documents at the CDA
Shed-a-Thon . On October 25th three CDA members assisted Council
members helped distribute winter coats at Santa Teresita Parish for the
Knights Coats for Kids program. When our parish ministries work to-
gether we strengthen and extend charity, unity and fraternity across
our Parish. Thank you to one and all!!!

Food Drive Yields Big Results

Our Council once again came through with big
results for the Valley View Food Bank food drive.
We collected 2,164 pounds of food. That’s over
one ton, brothers. Brothers Hank Gorski and Jim
Michel also presented Jesse with a check for
$1955. Well done!

Another Great Potluck Social

Thanks to the Social and Parish Events
Committee, Chaired by SK Larry Bonno, we
enjoyed a terrific feast at our Octoberfest and
Columbus Day Potluck Social. Ruth Bonno

provided beautiful fall centerpieces that
became prizes for winners of the Trivia contest. Thirty brothers and
spouses enjoyed getting to know one another better, deliscious food
and a fun trivia contest. Our next potluck social will be the end of May
2026. Keep your eyes on our calendar you may find a Restaurant Night,
Superbowl Tailgate Party, even a Casino Night in the future.
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New Council Website Improves Communication

The Council has launched the trial of a new website called UKnight Interactive. The new
website offers much greater capabilities for Council management and communications.
You should be able to sign up using your Knights of Columbus member number and
birthdate. You will need to set up a password to access the “members only area” for im-
portant Council information and resources such a member list, events, ability to log vol-
unteer hours, submit a prayer request and more. One of these is your ability to sign up as a
volunteer for an event that is shown on the calendar. Here are the instructions you need to
sign up with UKnight AND to register as a volunteer for this and future events. Once you get
onto UKnight you should bookmark it to make future sign on easier.

1. Copy this link and paste it into your browser search bar to access the calendar: https://
uknight.org/CouncilSite/events.asp?CNO=11809&DATE=10/4/2025

2. Click on the text for the event such as “Bernadettes Brew” on November 9

3. Click on the green button CLICK HERE TO VOLUNTEER

4. Enter Your Member Number

5. Enter Hours Committed

6. Click Sign Up

1. Click COMPLETE THIS SIGN-UP

News From OLOL Women’s Guild

Parishwide RAFFLE NEWS!

There is a Raffle Envelope addressed to every parishioner
Be sure to pick up yours: after Mass

$2.00 PER TICKET-- $10.00 FOR 6
$1000 First Prize
Two $500 Prizes and 5 - $100 Prizes
Ticket & Donation Deadline - Sunday Nov. 19 Drawing Monday December 1st

SAVE THE DATE

Women’s Guild AUTUMN BAKE SALE
Saturday, Nov. 22 9am to 1 pm Madonna Hall
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Calendar

Never wonder again
what your Council is
up to. Access the
monthly events and
activities calendar and
other news at:

UKnight.org/?CNO=
11809

or
KofC11809.0rg

Please join us at our
monthly member
meetings on the

second Thursday of

the month.

19002 N 128th Avenue
Sun City West, AZ 85375
Email: KofC11809.0rg/
contact-us/

Newsletter Editor: Ed Hoover,
edhooveraz@gmail.com

We’re on the Web
UKnight.org/?CN0=11809

or

KofC11809.0rg

The Knights of
Columbus are not
part of and not acting
on behalf of the
parish or
Arch/Diocese.
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A Bit of History

In the beginning Fr. McGivney intended the Knights of Columbus to be
a mutual benefit society. Fr. McGivney saw what could happen to a
family when the main income earner died. Most government support
programs didn’t exist. He wanted to provide insurance to care for wid-
ows and orphans left behind. In his own life, he temporarily suspended
his seminary studies to care for his family after his father died. Be-
cause of religious and ethnic discrimination, Roman Catholics were
regularly excluded from labor unions and other organizations that pro-
vided social services. Fr. McGivney wanted to create an alternative. He
also believed that Catholicism and fraternalism were compatible and
wanted to found a society to encourage men to be proud of their Amer-
ican—Catholic heritage. He investigated other organizations which of-
fered insurance benefits but found them lacking the excitement he
thought was needed if his organization were last. A group of St. Mary's
parishioners decided to form a new group. The insurance system de-
vised by Fr. McGivney gave a deceased Knight's widow a $1,000 death
benefit. Each member was assessed $1 upon a death. There was also a
sick benefit of $5 a week for 13 weeks for members who fell ill and
could not work. The Order's insurance program is the most highly rat-
ed in North America. Forbes has referred to it as one of "America's Best
Insurance Companies since 2022.

Knight of the Year-SK Bob Conen

Council 11809 GK Ed Hoover presented SK Bob Conen the 2025-2026
Knight of the Year award. Bob served as the

2024-2025 Grand Knight having previously
served a two year term, He led the success
of many council activities especially the Len-
ten Fish, mentored his Deputy Grand Knight
and other officers of the Council, and

stepped up again when his Council needed
him. Bob received a standing round of ap- h
plause from Council members. Thank you Sir Knight Bob Conen!


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbes

